
Dave McRae 

 

 

Building “Health” and Wealth With Wood 

 

Aboriginal Forest Sector Technical 
Support Program 

•Peter Sigurdson 
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Start-up Technical Analyses 
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The Harvesting and Manufacturing Facility  

 General Process… 

 Site Requirements… 

 Buildings… 

 manufacturing Layout… 

 Processing Equipment… 

 Dry Kiln… 

 Preliminary Cost Estimates… 

 Improvements in operational                                       

efficiencies… 

 Etc…etc… 



 

 

FPInnovations involvement this past year 
with BC FN communities…. 

•Westbank 

•Nuxalk 

•Skidegate 

•Moricetown Band 

•Klahoose 

 

 

 

•Over 50 First Nation communities in BC through the BC 

First Nations Forest Sector Technical Support Program. 

 

 

  

 



10 

Heiltsuk 
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West Bank First Nation  
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NUXALK 
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TAAN FP 

Skidegate 
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Heiltsuk 

Nuu-chah-nulth 

Haisla 

•NTFP 
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Moricetown Band 
•Kyahwood 
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Klahoose 
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•Proto Types 
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West Chilcotin FP 
•Anahim Lake 
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Alkali Lake 

Fort  Babine 
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22 

•Burns Lake 
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Saskatchewan Forest Sector 

Support Program 

 FPInnovations: Partner with the Prince Albert Model Forest to 

bring FPInnovations’ successful Building Wealth with Wood 

program to Saskatchewan 

 Project with Western Diversification Program in Saskatoon to 

obtain funding over three years  

 Leveraged funding provided by program partners, including 

businesses and communities. 

– 15% minimum company contribution 

– 40% other funding partners 

– 37-50% contribution from WD. (37%) 

 Funding from WD has been secured, strong support from 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal businesses in the province, from 

the CFS AFI Program - provincial government support applied for 

at the project level. 

 

 

•Peter Sigurdson 



Current Projects 

• Sawmill training programs: Lean Manufacturing and TWI 

• Technical analyses: new sawmills, post plants, district 

heating projects 

• Marketing Saskatchewan Forest Products to U.S. and 

offshore buyers 

Measuring Success 
Measuring  success for the Program : 

Jobs created or maintained 

Businesses created or maintained 

Dollar amount of trade 

Number of companies participating in export & market development initiatives 

New capital investments in manufacturing 

Measuring  success for the partnering businesses:  
Higher productivity 

Greater competiveness 

New product development and new markets 
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Forest Products Value Chain 
 

“ Social, Environmental & Economic Sustainability” 

Manufacturing Distribution 
Products & 

Markets 
Transport 

Log Grade 

& Sorting 

Planning 

& Harvest 

Resource 

Attributes 

Genetics &  

Silviculture 
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FOREST PRODUCTS 
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Aboriginal Forest Sector / Products Value Chain 

TIMBER & COMMODITY 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

PRODUCT BASKETS 

M
A

R
K

E
T

P
L

A
C

E
 

ARTISAN & CRAFT 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

NON - TIMBER 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

PRODUCT BRANDING & MARKETING 

       FOREST SECTOR TECHNICAL SUPPORT PROGRAM 
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Branding and certification 
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 Traditional Uses - 
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Traditional Value-Added 



30 

Non-Timber Products 
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Common Entry Point  (Portable Mills) 



32 

Primary and secondary machinery 
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Local Housing Needs 
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Nisga’a Log Homes 
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Pre-fabrication 

Modular Housing 
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Housing with Wood components 
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Housing with Wood components 
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Sun Decks 
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A Multitude Of Product Options 
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Commodity Wood Products 
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Industrial 
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Specialty Products 

 Fireplace Mantels. 

 

 Half-log Stair Treads. 

 

 Post & Beam Material. 

 

 Decorative Beams. 
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By-Products 

 Shiplap 

 

 Firewood 

 

 Sawdust 

 

 Blocking timbers & pipeline skids 
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Specialty Products 
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Value-Added Products 
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Value-Added Products 
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Cabinetry 
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Furniture Manufacturing 
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Furniture Manufacturing 
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Flooring 
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Bluestain 

highlighted in 

appearance 

products –  research 

and history 

indicates a niche 

market……. but we 

would love to be 

proven wrong!! 
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(Value-Added) Log Furniture? 
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US$ 1,640 

US$ 2,300 

US$ 750 



56 
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Unique Boardroom Tables 

 



8 different 

languages  

Believe it or Not! 



“Coal To Newcastle”? 



The cost and long term 

feed stock availability are 

the most significant 

factors…… 

 

Wood Pellets- An Opportunity? 
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The Heart of the Program 

 On the ground support: 

 through the “BC First Nations Forest Sector 

Technical Support Program”. 

Building Wealth 

 With Wood 

•L.O.U. 
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Why are we doing this? 
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 Aboriginal Housing  

 Shortage of an estimated 40,000 to 80,000 housing units for 

Canada’s Aboriginal communities.  

 The same range (40,000 to 80,000 or more) requiring repair. 
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Canadian Aboriginal Housing 

 Wherever possible and cost efficient, facilitate the use of local  

materials (thereby creating local jobs), and utilize local forest 

products to help reduce the material and shipping costs which 

should lead to shorter wait times for affordable and appropriate 

Aboriginal housing 
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Potential For Aboriginal Community 
Forests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   FPInnovations has a unique spectrum of 

independent expertise and a track record of 

innovation, development & deployment 

 



Moving forward this year: 
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If you can’t find a way, create one! 
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Where Do We Go From Here? 
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•Provincial Leader, Saskatchewan and Manitoba 


